PREFACE
TO THIS VOLUME.
THIS Volume is to be considered as supplemental to the four published by the same Editor in 1845; the collection being now intended to comprise the whole of Lord Chesterfield's Writings.
In compiling this Volume, as in the other four, the Editor has derived the greatest advantage from the MS. drafts and papers most kindly placed at his disposal by his kinsman, Evelyn Philip Shirley, Esq.; these MSS. being inherited from Mr. Lovel Stanhope, one of the Executors under Lord Chesterfield's Will. From this source have been derived the two Dialogues, the Essay on the Clergy, and the Detached Thoughts, which appear for the first time in the present publication.
The Editor desires also to express his thanks to Lord Lyttelton for entrusting to him, with full permission to print from, the original letters addressed to the first Peer of that name, by his early friend, Lord Chesterfield. These MSS. had been already, with one or two exceptions, made public by Robert Phillimore, Esq., in his Memoirs of George Lord Lyttelton, in 1845; but owing, probably, to some